THE FEDERAL BUDGET GET'S AN F

By Craig B. Chandler

My first thought after this budget was, well at least our lobbying for money for renewable fuels has paid off.

$2 billion dollars in renewable fuels money was in the budget. The Progressive group for Independent Business (PGIB) lobbied for more but, at least we got something

Then I woke up and realized that this $200 billion spending spree is unprecedented. In fact, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty will go down in history as spending more money then any other Finance Minister in Canada's history. This "conservative" government has made the Paul Martin regime look conservative.

This is not why I ran against Peter McKay delivering a message to the old PC guard that we need to "Unite The Right" to win back government. We did not suffer on the sidelines under Liberal rule from 1993 until recently to witness a budget that actually outspends the Liberals.

The one thing that is crystal clear from the budget is that our government has formally turned its back on its base.  Quebec is all that matters in this confederation and more of our money is going to try to buy votes in Quebec. While we received the spare change in Harper's pocket, Quebec is being courted like a tennager would court a beautiful girl in high school. 

Quebec has received $2.3 Billion dollars, over 10% of the entire budget.

Harper's government said they would trim federal spending. What ever happened to the mindset that  “Canadians were far better judges of how to invest their own money than a government could ever be?”

They promised to do things differently and leave more money in our pockets. Promise broken.

However, the biggest promise broken was about calculating resource revenues into the equalization formula. 
Before the budget, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland, argued that the equalization program for poorer provinces shouldn't calculate resource revenues into the formula. Harper agreed resources would not be calculated into any agreement. He actually made this promise in writing.

Yet in Monday's budget, 50% of all a province's energy royalties will be included. 

Newfoundland Premier Danny Williams said the budget "completely shafted" his province.  Saskatchewan Premier Lorne Calvert commented "I sense that this prime minister takes for granted the political support he has in the West and in Saskatchewan,"

However, what is most troubling is our own Premiers reaction and comment of  "but really, from the Alberta perspective treating Canadians equally and fairly is something we long awaited,".  With all due respect Premier Stelmach, your job is to insure the best deal for Albertans not the rest of the country.

What happened to the line in the sand? What happened to insuring the Prime Minister will keep his promise?

As an Albertan I am disappointed our Prime Minister from Calgary has forgotten who got him there and as for the Premier, I hope he is just settling into the job, but if this keeps up he will not last long.

So what did Alberta get?  

· Albertans get $170 less per person than other provinces got in the Canada Health Transfer and Canada Social Transfer. 

· $353 million in transfers

· $25 million per year for child care 

· $191 million in 2007-2008 for infrastructure 

· $156 million over three years in the already announced Eco-Trust fund for green technology.

Quebec gets $2.3 Billion and we now have lost control of 50% of our resource revenue.  This budget gets an F.

Until next week.

Craig Chandler is the Executive Director of the Progressive Group for Independent Business (PGIB) and can be heard every Saturday evening on AM 1140 at 6:30 PM on the Freedom Radio Network













